
 

 

 

 

GIRL SCOUT PROUD FAMILY GIVING CAMPAIGN— 
CIRCLE DIVISION  
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What is the Girl Scout Proud Family Giving campaign/ Circle Division? 

The Girl Scout Proud Family Giving Campaign – Circle Division is a way for Girl Scouts of Western Ohio (GSWO) to 

raise critical funds that stay within our council and directly support girls and Girl Scout programming. Volunteers 

will be asking other families and community members directly to support Girl Scouts. Family Giving helps keep 

the costs of camp and programs low for everyone, leadership training opportunities, financial assistance for girls 

who cannot afford membership, program or camp fees.  It is much more than a fundraiser. It is a statement of 

pride and a chance for our Girl Scout family – and the families of our Girl Scouts – to say, “I support the Girl Scout 

mission and the future of Girl Scouts. I believe in what we accomplish together and how Girl Scouts changes 

lives. ”  

Why am I getting asked for money from the Girl Scouts of Western Ohio? 

Girl Scouts is a non-profit that exists on the generous donations and support from people like you. You are in 

the Girl Scout Family because you believe in the mission and want to help girls. We hope that you have been 

personally touched by Girl Scouts in some way and like to think you would be inspired to make a charitable gift. 

GSWO strives to serve EVERY girl - regardless of their financial circumstances - who want the Girl Scout 

Leadership Experience. We partner this vision with the awareness that there has been an increase in demand 

for financial aid and are committed to providing opportunities to all girls.  

Where does the money that’s donated to the Girl Scout Proud Family Giving Campaign go? 

At GSWO, 88 cents of every dollar goes directly to support Girl Scout programs – both the traditional troop 

programs and our community programs that are led by staff. In addition, Family Giving impacts volunteer 

support and trainings, development of new programs, and the availability of financial assistance for girl and 

adult members who would not otherwise be able to have the Girl Scout experience. No matter what program 

your Girl Scout has participated in, she has benefited from the Girl Scout Proud Family Giving Campaign.  

Who are the people who give to the Family Giving Campaign? 

Members of the “Girl Scout Family” – including alumnae, volunteers, parents, and staff members. Volunteers 

support the campaign because they believe in the power of the Girl Scout mission first hand. They see girls 

grow. Families give because they see the positive benefits. They know their gift helps ensure a strong Girl Scout 

program continues in the community for their daughter, granddaughter, neighbor, or niece. They know that 

supporting Every Gift Matters means ensuring Girl Scouts for the next generation of girls.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What about the cookie revenue? Why isn’t the cookie revenue supporting our girls? 

The Girl Scout Cookie Program is a wonderful financial literacy program that teaches girls goal setting, decision 

making, money management, people skills, and business ethics. Those dollars support much of our 

programming, but not all. As we continue to provide outstanding leadership opportunities for more than 41,000 

girls, the Cookie Program is not able to cover all these costs. We must ask our families and the external 

community members to support leadership development of our girls to help them become the leaders of 

tomorrow. Every gift you give is an investment in girls that says they can change the world – a message we are 

working hard to share.  

How much should I give? 

Any size gift will make a difference and says you support the future of Girl Scouting. Every gift matters! Just $25 

covers the cost of membership for one of our Girl Scouts who receives financial assistance from our council. A 

larger gift of $250 helps provide support for a girl to go to summer day camp – a week that could change a girl’s 

life forever. Give what you can and know that your financial support matters to Maria, Isabelle, Emma, Zoey, 

Teigan and so, so many more. 

How can I give?  

You can give to Family Giving online, via mail, or in person at one of our council shops. Visit our website at 

gswo.org/donate and click on the Family Partnership tab. Mail in your donation to one of the service centers:  

· Cincinnati—4930 Cornell Road, Cincinnati, OH 45242  
· Dayton—450 Shoup Mill Road, Dayton, OH 45415  
· Lima—1870 W. Robb Avenue, Lima, OH 45805  
· Toledo—2244 Collingwood Blvd., Toledo, OH 43620 

 

How can I get my company or business involved?   

Companies often match employee contributions or support agencies for which an employee volunteers. Ask 

your employer and apply for the match – it will go to supporting our girls! Be sure to notify us about your 

company match at giving@gswo.org. We can also help identify a sponsorship package that might be a good fit if 

that is an opportunity.  

Will I know who gives and how much they give to Every Gift Matters?  

In a perfect world, every family makes a gift to Family Giving! Gifts will be acknowledged with an 

acknowledgement letter and a gift receipt that can be used as a charitable deduction. Each year an annual 

report is released and donors are listed. Giving amounts are confidential. You can opt-out of being listed on the 

annual report, but it is a way that GSWO likes to publicly say thank you for supporting Every Gift Matters.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Can I have my name removed from the mailing list?  

Yes! Be sure to contact our Customer Care team at 888.350.5090 to request no solicitations. In some cases, 

this takes a few weeks to update especially if there is a mailing in process. Note that GSWO will absolutely 

comply with all requests and does our very best to remove the name and address from mailings quickly.  

Why is the communication about Girl Scout Proud Family Giving coming out now?  

Girls are undoubtedly the future of this country, and supporting girl leadership is more critical now than ever. By 

investing in girls, we ignite their potential and put them on the track to become our country’s next leaders in 

business and in their communities. Requests for financial assistance from our members have substantially 

increased—GSWO is not able to sustain this demand in the future.  

How many of “my/our” girls take advantage of financial assistance?  

Financial assistance is a confidential process, and we do not share the names of the recipients. But, you might 

be surprised that four out of every 10 Girl Scouts receive help from GSWO. If you have a troop of 10, then four 

girls have been provided with a form of financial assistance. Additionally, each year, the actual cost to be a Girl 

Scout far exceeds the membership cost. GSWO significantly subsidizes those costs to ensure a positive Girl 

Scout Leadership Experience. To sustain our current level of programming and engagement, we need charitable 

gifts of all sizes from people who believe in the Girl Scout mission.  

Can we hold fundraising events as a Service Unit?  

Yes! Hosting or creating events as a Service Unit that support the Family Giving campaign is a great way to help 

spread awareness of the campaign – and provide fun adventures for girls at the same time. If you are interested 

in hosting a family giving event for your service unit, please contact Customer Care at 888.350.5090, and we will 

connect you with your staff support.  

Where can I learn more about the Girl Scout Proud Family Giving Campaign?  

Most local areas or service units have a volunteer family giving coordinator who helps spread the word and can 

tell you more. Ask your service unit manager if there is one in your area. Our Customer Care team is also 

available to connect you to your staff support. You can also contact the Fund Development team by emailing 

giving@gswo.org or calling 937.279.6509.  
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